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Purpose

Veterans Florida is a non-profit created
by the State of Florida in 2014 to help
veterans fully transition to civilian life in
the Sunshine State and to promote
Florida as the most military and
veteran-ready state in the country.

We serve:
● Separating or retiring servicemembers
● Recently transitioned veterans
● Florida National Guard and Reserves
● Spouses
● Veteran-owned businesses
● Employers seeking military talent



Administration

● Board of Directors, comprised of nine members appointed, three each, by the Governor,
Senate President, and House Speaker.

● Administer the Florida Veterans Employment and Training Services Program under the
Florida Department of Veterans Affairs.

● Operations (recurring) and VETS Program (nonrecurring) funding provided under state’s
Health and Human Services Budget.

● s. 295.21, s. 295.22, s. 295.23

● OPPAGA Review every three years.

● Based in Tallahassee, travel and serve all of Florida, and attend out-of-state on-base military
job fairs.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0295/Sections/0295.21.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0295/Sections/0295.22.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0295/Sections/0295.23.html


Board of Directors

COL (Ret) USA, Robert Kirila, Chair
House - 2d Term - July 2026

CPT (Ret) USN, Jeff Cathey,
Vice Chair

Governor - 1st Term - Oct 2026

BG (Ret) USA, Jerry Neff,
Treasurer

House - 2d Term - July 2026

Angela Drzewiecki,
Secretary

Senate - 2d Term - Mar 2027

Alan Suskey, USA
House - 1st Term - July 2026

President Pro Tem Garrett Richter
Senate - 1st Term - June 2027

MCPO (Ret) USN, Mark Harden
Governor - 1st Term - July 2024

Lynda Weatherman
Senate - 2d Term - Mar 2027

Col (Ret) USMC, Rocky McPherson 
(Chair Emeritus)

Governor - 2d Term - July 2024



Staff Organizational Chart Aug 2023

Communications and 
Marketing Director

Joe Follick

Director of 
Administration

Heather Collins

Grants Manager
Sheila Helton

Office and Board 
Manager

Consuela Hall

Communications and 
Marketing Coordinator

Elena Steinbach

Executive Director
VETS Program Director

Joe Marino

VETS Manager
Kolby Livingston

Board of Directors

VETS Manager
Amy Dudley

VETS Specialist
Keshia Valverde

VETS Senior Specialist
Derrick Fraser

VETS Specialist
Ben Motes

VETS Specialist
Philip Lewis

(deployed)

VETS Specialist 
Josh Parker

VETS Coordinator
Reggie Warner



VETS Program
Section 295.22, Florida Statutes

Statute Services

Promote the state to veterans Marketing with VISIT Florida

Veterans seeking employment Career Services

Employers seeking veterans, including healthcare* Workforce Recruiting

Workforce grant for employers Workforce Training Grant

Veteran entrepreneur initiative Entrepreneurship Program

Florida’s principal DOD SkillBridge assistance 
organization

Florida SkillBridge Initiative**

* HB 139/SB 858 Torres; ** Florida SkillBridge Initiative passed and signed in 2021



Marketing
Target Audience 

US Servicemembers 24 months prior to, and veterans within 36 months
after, separating or retiring from the military

1,000,000

(200,000 separate each year across the country)

Geographically located at major and minor military installations in Florida
and around the country, predominantly in the Southeast US, Texas,
California, and East Coast US



Marketing



Trends

● Veteran unemployment low but underemployment is at 33%
(DOLVETS)

● Skills-based recruiting and training, certifications
● Employer provided training, upskilling - QRT, IWT, VFWG
● SkillBridge military talent pipeline - popular and growing
● Self-employment interest is double that of the the civilian

population - VFEP, VR&E, SUS, FCS

VFWG - Veterans Florida Workforce Grant; VFEP - Veterans Florida Entrepreneurship Program; VR&E - Veteran
Readiness and Employment (federal VA program)



SkillBridge
Notable Employers & Industries

veteransflorida.org

Florida Departments of:
● Veterans Affairs
● Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles (Florida Highway Patrol)
● Commerce and CareerSource
● Children and Families
● Management Services
● Revenue
● Fish and Wildlife Commission

DOD Air Force Unit

County Sheriffs:
● Alachua
● Broward
● Marion
● Okaloosa
● Palm Beach
● Santa Rosa
● Seminole
● Lake

Police Departments:
● Gainesville
● Longwood
● Pensacola
● Port Orange

Municipal:
● Alachua County
● Bay County
● Walton County
● Hillsborough Aviation Authority

Aviation, pilots, maintenance Commercial Construction Information and Technology

Manufacturing Aerospace, Launch Services Marine Electronics, Shipbuilding and 
Repair

http://www.veteransflorida.org/


Entrepreneur
FY 2023-24 Partners

Partner Location

ActionZone Hillsborough

Beachworx Walton

FAVOB Orange, Brevard, Hillsborough, Duval, Escambia

Florida Atlantic University Palm Beach

Florida Gulf Coast University Lee

Julo Strategy Miami & Panhandle

Nova Southeastern University Broward

St Petersburg College Pinellas

SWFL, Inc Lee

University of North Florida Duval

Veterans Entrepreneurship Initiative (VEI) Orange



Questions?



Copies of these slides and additional materials may be requested and obtained by emailing 
marino@veteransflorida.org

veteransflorida.org

mailto:marino@veteransflorida.org
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