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June 7,

CareerSource Florida Board Meeting

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity Update

Meredith Ivey, Acting Secretary, Department of Economic Opportunity 



House Bill 5
• Consolidates the responsibilities and resources of Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) 
into the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO), which the bill also renames 
as the Department of Commerce

• Creates a new direct-support organization (DSO) responsible for international 
economic development within the Department of Commerce

• Reconstitutes VISIT FLORIDA and the Florida Sports Foundation as DSOs of the 
Department of Commerce; and repeals several underutilized and duplicative 
economic incentive programs that often create more confusion than answers for 
business and industry.

• To lead the newly created Department of Commerce, Governor DeSantis has 
announced his intent to appoint J. Alex Kelly 32



Economic Update

• Florida’s Unemployment Rate
• 2.6% in April 2023

• New business formations 
• 2,358,570 since January of 2019

• Population Growth
• 1.9% over the year

• 137.6 million visitors in 2022
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Broward County Flooding Efforts

• One-Stop Business Resource Site
• Emergency Operations Visit 
• On-Site Visits
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DEO Award Updates
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• Governor Ron DeSantis Announces More than 2,000 Bonuses Awarded to New Law Enforcement 
Recruits

• Governor Ron DeSantis Awards Fort Myers Beach with $11.9 Million, First Award Through the Local 
Government Emergency Bridge Loan Program

• DEO Announces More Than $3 Million in Loans to Assist 90 Businesses Impacted by Flooding in 
Broward County Through the Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan Program

• Governor Ron DeSantis Announces $25 Million to Lee County Through the Local Government 
Emergency Bridge Loan Program

• Governor Ron DeSantis Awards More Than $15 Million to Five Rural Communities Through the Rural 
Infrastructure Fund

• Governor Ron DeSantis Awards $60 Million to 22 Projects Through the Broadband Opportunity 
Program

• Governor Ron DeSantis Awards More Than $22 Million to Eight Florida Communities Through the 
Broadband Opportunity Program

• DEO Announces the First $40 Million in Loans to Florida Small Businesses Through the State Small 
Business Credit Initiative 2.0

• Governor Ron DeSantis Awards More Than $3.9 Million for Infrastructure in Pensacola Through the 
Florida Job Growth Grant Fund



REACH Act Implementation   
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 Implementing requirements
 Letter grades
 Quarterly Report
 Self-Sufficiency Index
 Eligible Training Provider

Performance Criteria

 Senate Bill 240



FL WINS
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• Discovery of in-scope program and 
systems

• Art of the Possible Workshops  

• Stakeholder Analysis 

• Change Readiness  



Reemployment Assistance Modernization    
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U.S. Department of Labor 
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• Waivers requested from the U.S. Department of Labor.
1. Reduce expenditure requirement for Governor’s reserve youth funds and 

local youth funds.
2. Expand use of Individual Training Accounts 

• Waiver requests submitted to USDOL in January 2023.

• Waiver requests approved by USDOL in March 2023.



U.S. Department of Labor Compliance
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DEO continues to work through corrective action plans with USDOL regarding the 
compliance reviews for LWDBs 23 and 9.  

 The 2020-2021 enhanced desk monitoring review of LWDB 9 that originally 
resulted in 21 findings has been fully resolved.

 The 2020-2021 enhanced desk monitoring review of LWDB 23 has five of the 
original six findings outstanding. DEO is pending a response from USDOL 
regarding DEO’s corrective action plan submitted on February 22, 2023 that 
addressed the outstanding findings.
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